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to refuse or accept the proposal before your return from Europe and
so I delayed answering. I must apologize to Hirose-san and the Sumi-
tomo house and their formal representatives."
Saionji smiled. "Brother Tokudaiji, how do you answer Hirose-san
now?'*
"Shall we ask him to wait for a few days more for the family con-
ference? I want no dissenting voice from you or any other of our rela-
tives."
Saionji, looking at his brother's stern face, said in a low voice: "As
you know, the only important thing is Takamaro's consent, but—"
Takamaro looked up affectionately at Saionji.
"But that will be easy, eh?" said Tokudaiji, shrugging his shouldeis.
Then he too smiled,
Okiku had gone to a hairdresser. Saionji was at home, talking to his
visitor, Mutsu Muncmitsu, Minister of Agriculture and Commerce. He
was a man of fifty with full whiskers, moustache and beard, impressive
features and bright eyes.
"So, Minister Mutsu, you do not approve of your colleagues' way
of handling the last general elections? There were many casualties."
"No. Absolutely not, Marquis Saionji* Home Minister Shinagawa
Yajiro, who was chiefly responsible for the atrocities, reported at the
cabinet meeting that there were twenty-five dead and three hun-
dred and eighty-eight wounded during the campaign* I don't know
how many more there would be if all the sufferers were counted."
"Is it true that you will resign in protest from your post?"
"Yes, Those barbarians arc too much for me. I did my part in the
Meiji Restoration, but the results were disappointing. I attempted to
raise an army in 1877 for the Saigo Rebellion against the new Govern-
ment of the Sat-cho despot. My attempt failed, and the Saigo group
was defeated. I served five years in prison. But after the Imperial Edict
of 1881 proclaimed the adoption of a constitution for 1889 and the
Diet for 1890,1 became somewhat reconciled to the Sat-cho. But this
new arrogance—" He shook his head*
"Confidentially, Minister Mutsu, I have felt much as you do,"
"My chief hope was to play a fair game of politics under new rules
laid down by the Imperial Constitution. If the people back the Lib*'
erals, give them a chance to steer the ship of state, let them try it
That's my idea. But now my Sat-cho colleagues regard the liberal op-
position as rebellion. They have even mobilized army units to suppress

